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PRISON STAFF AND PRISONERS — ASSAULTS — REPORTING AND RECORDING 
Statement by Minister for Corrective Services 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn — Minister for Corrective Services) [9.04 am]: I rise to inform the house of 
what this government is doing to address the legacy issue of the reporting and recording of assaults on staff and 
prisoners. The Inspector of Custodial Services, the Corruption and Crime Commission and the Auditor General 
have all identified that the previous reporting and recording of assaults needs to be improved. In addition, a 2018 
Department of Justice internal audit on the rate of serious assaults per 100 prisoners estimated an under-reporting 
of about 27 per cent. I am pleased to inform the house that the department has now taken a number of positive 
steps to tighten its reporting standards, enhance the software used to record incidents and strengthen quality 
assurance processes around incident reporting and recording. A new assault category has also been introduced 
when a victim receives no physical injuries and does not require any form of medical treatment, but the incident 
is still considered an unacceptable assault. 
Work has also been completed to identify and amend misclassified serious assaults from the 2017–18 year and the rate 
of serious assault key performance indicator will be restated for 2017–18 as part of the 2018–19 annual report process. 
Because of the extensive nature and wide range of improvements made to the department’s systems, processes and 
technology, recent data is not comparable with that of previous years, with the exception of the serious assaults 
data. However, any increase in assaults on hardworking prison staff is concerning and we are working to minimise 
such incidents and ensure a safe custodial environment. We have invested $310 million in 1 228 new beds. A new 
160-bed unit will be operational in Bunbury Regional Prison next month and 256 beds over two new units at 
Casuarina Prison are expected to be completed by the end of this year. We have an open-ended recruitment 
campaign for another 458 new prison officers, and 228 trainee officers across the state are already confirmed. We 
have already established a drug treatment prison for women—a male facility is expected to be up and running in 
the middle of next year—and we are also making plans for a step up, step down mental health facility, both of 
which are at Casuarina Prison. A police officer will be seconded to Hakea Prison imminently to help prosecute 
prisoners who assault staff or other inmates. Prison wing patrols at Hakea are also being increased with the 
assistance of the special operations group to further enhance the good order of the prison. 
This government is acting once more to address the legacy issues that should never have been allowed to occur 
under the previous Liberal–National government. 
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